
I move to suspend the Senate Rules as reflected in the document printed and place on members
desks for the duration of the Special Session. Senate Rules not contained in this document
remain in effect.

Temporary Senate Rule Changes for 2017 Special Session

S30-60.  Meetings -- notice -- purpose -- minutes. (1) All meetings of committees must be open
to the public at all times, subject always to the power and authority of the chair to maintain safety, order,
and decorum. The date, time, and place of committee meetings must be announced.

(2)  Notice of a committee hearing must be made by posting the date, time, and subject of the
hearing in a conspicuous public place not less than 3 legislative days in advance of the hearing. This
3-day notice requirement does not apply to hearings scheduled:

(a)  prior to the third legislative day;
(b)  less than 10 legislative days before the transmittal deadline applicable to the subject of the

hearing;
(c)  to consider confirmation of a gubernatorial appointment received less than 10 legislative

days before the last scheduled day of a legislative session; or
(d)  due to appropriate circumstances or special sessions.
(3)  When a committee hearing is scheduled with less than 3 days' notice, the committee chair

shall use all practical means to disseminate notice of the hearing to the public.
(4)  Notice of conference committee hearings must be given as provided in Joint Rule 30-30.
(5)  A committee or subcommittee may be assembled for:
(a)  a public hearing at which testimony is to be heard and at which official action may be taken

on bills, resolutions, or other matters;
(b)  a formal meeting at which the committees may discuss and take official action on bills,

resolutions, or other matters without testimony; or
(c)  a work session at which the committee may discuss bills, resolutions, or other matters but

take no formal action.
(6)  All committees meet at the call of the chair or upon the request of a majority of the members

of the committee.
(7)  A committee may not meet during the time the Senate is in session without leave of the

President. Any Senator attending a meeting while the Senate is in session must be considered excused to
attend business of the Senate subject to a call of the Senate.

(8)  All meetings of committees must be recorded and the minutes must be available to the public
within a reasonable time after the meeting. The official record must contain at least the following
information:

(a)  the time and place of each meeting of the committee;
(b)  committee members present, excused, or absent;
(c)  the names and addresses of persons appearing before the committee, whom each represents,

and whether the person is a proponent, opponent, or other witness;
(d)  all motions and their disposition;
(e)  the results of all votes; and
(f)  all testimony and exhibits.
(9)  If a bill is heard jointly by two separate standing committees or is heard in a joint committee,

it must may be referred to a standing committee. The standing committee is not required to hold an
additional hearing but shall take executive action and may report the bill to the Committee of the Whole.

(10) A Except as provided in Joint Rule 40-140(3), a bill or resolution may not be considered or
become a law unless referred to a committee and returned from a committee.

(11) A bill may be rereferred at any time before its passage.



S30-70.  Procedures -- member privileges.  (1) The chair shall notify the sponsor of any bill pending
before the committee of the time and place it will be considered.

(2)  A standing or select committee may not hear legislation unless the sponsor or one of the
cosponsors is present or unless the sponsor has given written consent.

(3)  (a) Subject to subsection (3)(b), the committee shall act on each bill in its possession:
(i)  by reporting the bill out of the committee:
(A)  with the recommendation that it be referred to another committee;
(B)  favorably as to passage; or
(C)  unfavorably; or
(ii) by tabling the measure in committee.
(b)  At the written request of the sponsor made at least 48 hours prior to a scheduled hearing, a

committee shall finally dispose of a bill without a hearing.  Except as provided in S30-60(9), a bill may
not be reported from a committee without a hearing.

(4)  The committee may not report a bill to the Senate without recommendation.
(5)  In reporting a measure out of committee, a committee shall include in its report:
(a)  the measure in the form reported out;
(b)  the recommendation of the committee; and
(c)  an identification of all proposed changes; and
(d)  a fiscal note, if required.
(6)  If a measure is taken from a committee and brought to the Senate floor for debate on second

reading on that day without a committee recommendation, the bill does not include amendments formally
adopted by the committee because committee amendments are merely recommendations to the Senate
that are formally adopted when the committee report is accepted by the Senate.

(7)  A second to any motion offered in a committee is not required in order for the motion to be
considered by the committee.

(8)  The vote of each member on all committee actions must be recorded and reported in the
committee minutes. All motions may be adopted only on the affirmative vote of a majority of the
members voting.

(9)  A motion to take a bill from the table may be adopted by the affirmative vote of a majority of
the members present at any meeting of the committee.

(10) An action formally taken by a committee may not be altered in the committee except by
reconsideration and further formal action of the committee.

(11) A committee may reconsider any action as long as the matter remains in the possession of
the committee. A bill is in the possession of the committee until a report on the bill is made to the
Committee of the Whole.  A committee member need not have voted with the prevailing side in order to
move reconsideration.

(12) The chair shall decide points of order.
(13) The privileges of committee members include the following:
(a)  to participate freely in committee discussions and debate;
(b)  to offer motions;
(c)  to assert points of order and privilege;
(d)  to question witnesses upon recognition by the chair;
(e)  to offer any amendment to any bill; and
(f)  to vote, either by being present or by proxy, using a standard form.
(14) Any meeting of a committee held through the use of telephone or other electronic

communication must be conducted in accordance with Chapter 3 of the Senate Rules.
(15) A committee may consolidate into one bill any two or more related bills referred to it

whenever legislation may be simplified by the consolidation.
(16) Committee procedure must be informal, but when any questions arise on committee



procedure, the rules or practices of the Senate are applicable except as stated in the Senate Rules.

S40-40. Reading limitations. (1) Every bill must be read three times prior to passage, either by
title or by summary of title as provided in these rules.

(2)  A bill or resolution may not have more than one reading on the same day except the last
legislative day.

(3)  An amendment may not be offered on third reading.

S40-60. Scheduling for second reading. (1) All bills and resolutions that have been reported by
a committee or withdrawn from a committee by motion, accepted by the Senate, and reproduced must be
scheduled for consideration by Committee of the Whole.

(2)  Until the 50th legislative day, 1 day must elapse between receiving the legislation from
printing and scheduling for second reading for consideration by Committee of the Whole unless a printed
version of an unamended bill is available.

(3)  The majority leader shall arrange legislation on the agenda in the order in which the bills will
be considered, unless otherwise ordered by the Senate or Committee of the Whole.

S50-90. Reconsideration -- time restrictions. (1) Subject to subsection (6), any Senator may, on
the day the vote was taken or on the next day the Senate is in session, move to reconsider the question. A
motion to reconsider is a debatable motion, but the debate is limited to the motion. The debate on a
motion to reconsider may not address the substance of the matter for which reconsideration is sought.
However, an inquiry may be made concerning the purpose of the motion to reconsider.

(2)  A motion to reconsider must be disposed of when made unless a proper substitute motion is
made and adopted.

(3)  A motion to recall a bill from the House of Representatives constitutes notice to reconsider
and must be acted on as a motion to reconsider. A motion to reconsider or to recall a bill from the House
of Representatives may be made only under Order of Business No. 9 and, under that order of business,
takes precedence over all motions except motions to recess or adjourn.

(4)  When a motion to reconsider is laid on the table, a two-thirds majority is required to take it
from the table. When a motion to reconsider fails, the question is finally and conclusively settled.

(5)  If a motion to reconsider third reading action is carried, there may not be further action until
the succeeding on that legislative day.

(6)  If the Senate has adjourned for more than 2 days, then a motion to reconsider action taken on
the last day the Senate was in session is in order on the day the Senate reconvenes or on the following
legislative day.

S50-130. Conference committee -- reports. (1) When a conference committee report is filed with the
Secretary of the Senate, the report must be read under Order of Business No. 3, select committees, and
placed on the calendar the succeeding legislative day for consideration on second reading on any
legislative day. If recommended favorably by the Committee of the Whole, it may be considered on third
reading the same legislative day.

(2)  If both the Senate and the House of Representatives adopt the same conference committee
report on legislation requiring more than a majority vote for final passage, the Senate, following approval
of the conference committee report on third reading, shall place the final form of the legislation on third
reading to determine if the required vote is obtained.

(3)  If the Senate rejects a conference committee report, the committee continues to exist unless
dissolved by the President or by motion. The committee may file a subsequent report.

(4)  A Senate conference committee may confer regarding matters assigned to it with any House
conference committee with like jurisdiction and submit recommendations for consideration of the Senate.



S50-190. Third reading procedure. (1) Unless rereferred to a committee by a majority vote after the
adoption of the Committee of the Whole report but before moving to another order of business, all
legislation passing second reading must be placed on third reading the day following the receipt of the
engrossing or other appropriate printing report.

(2)  On Order of Business No. 8 the Secretary shall read the title and the President shall state the
question as follows: "Senate bill number (or other appropriate identification)..... having been read three
several times, the question is, shall the bill (or other appropriate identification) pass the Senate?"

(3)  If an electronic voting system is used, the President shall state "Those in favor vote yes and
those opposed vote no" and the Secretary will sound the signal and open the board for voting. After a
reasonable pause the presiding officer asks "Has every member voted?" (reasonable pause), "Does any
member wish to change his or her vote?" (reasonable pause), "The Secretary will record the vote."

S50-220. Call of the Senate. (1) In the absence of a quorum, a majority of Senators present may
compel the attendance of absent Senators by ordering a call of the Senate.

(2)  If a quorum is present, five Senators may order a call of the Senate.
(3)  On a call of the Senate, a Senator who refuses to attend may be arrested by the

Sergeant-at-Arms or any other person, as the majority of the Senators present direct. When the
attendance of an absent Senator is secured and the Senate refuses to excuse the Senator's absence, the
Senator may not be paid any expense payments while absent and is liable for the expenses incurred in
procuring the Senator's attendance.

(4)  During a call of the Senate, all business must be suspended. After a call has been ordered, no
motion is in order except a motion to adjourn or remove the call. The call may be removed by a
two-thirds majority vote of the members present.

S60-10. Senate rules -- amendment -- adoption -- suspension -- termination of temporary
2017 special session and concurrent special session rules. (1) A motion to amend or adopt a rule of the
Senate must be referred to the Rules Committee without debate. A rule of the Senate may be amended or
adopted only with the concurrence of a majority of the Senate and after 1 day's notice.

(2)  A rule may be suspended temporarily by a two-thirds vote.
(3) The temporary 2017 special session and concurrent special session rules outlined in this

document terminate on adjournment sine die and the 2017 regular session rules are in effect after sine die
of the special session.

S70-30. Committee process -- separate consideration. (1) (a) The committee shall research each
nominee and may request biographical information from the Governor for each nominee if none has been
provided.

(b)  When the resolution has been prepared and introduced, the committee shall hold a hearing on
the resolution after appropriate public notice has been given.

(2)  (a) Except as provided in subsection (2)(b), following the hearings for a group of nominees,
the committee shall issue standing committee reports to be considered on second reading, stating the
committee's recommendations concerning the nominees.

(b)  Following the hearings for the group of nominees, if a committee member wishes to have an
individual nominee or group of nominees considered by the Senate separately from the group of
nominees being considered by the committee, the committee member may prepare an amendment for
executive action to strike or add a nominee or group of nominees. If a nominee or a group of nominees is
stricken, the committee member that offered the amendment shall make a motion to request a committee
resolution for the nominee or nominees to be considered by a separate resolution. A simple majority of
the committee is sufficient in order to request a separate committee resolution.

(3) Within the Committee of the Whole, if a Senator wishes to have an individual nominee or



group of nominees considered by the Senate separately from the group of nominees recommended by the
committee, the Senator may prepare a floor amendment to strike or add a nominee or group of nominees.
If a nominee or a group of nominees is stricken, a Senator may make a motion to request that the
President of the Senate submit a bill draft request for that the nominee or nominees to be considered by a
separate resolution.

(4)  When the resolution for an individual or group nomination has been prepared and
introduced, the committee shall take executive action on the resolution.  When a hearing on the separated
nomination was held prior to the committee's standing committee report, an additional hearing is not
required to be held before the committee takes action on the separate resolution. After the committee's
executive action, the committee chair shall issue a standing committee report.

(5)  The Secretary will read the reports under Order of Business No. 2, reports of standing
committees.

(6)  After the report has been read, the resolution must be placed on Order of Business No. 7 the
next any legislative day for consideration by the Senate. Motions to approve or disapprove of the
resolution are in order and may be debated. Approval upon second reading constitutes confirmation of
the Governor's nominee. A motion to reconsider the approval or disapproval of a nomination made on
second reading must occur within one legislative day. A motion to reconsider may not be made if the
resolution approving a confirmation is no longer in the possession of the Senate.


